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Tide of Faith or 
Spiritual Tsunami

A bible study based on GS&C Resource Paper 22 (2025) Tide of Faith
or Spiritual Tsunami - a return to Christianity or the explosion of
Pagan Spirituality?

Stephen McAlpine is a well-known author and speaker and a leading voice helping Australian evangelical
churches respond to the culture. He has made a decisive contribution to the faithfulness of the church and
equipping Christians to witness clearly for Christ and is in wide demand as a speaker from many Christian
groups. GS&C has a partnership with Stephen for 2024-25.



Study One 
Seeing the Unseen Reality

Introduction

It’s common today for people who are sceptical about the claims of Christianity, or indeed
any spiritual reality, to say that if they see then they will believe. Perhaps you have had a
conversation with a friend or family member, or in an evangelistic situation, in which the
primary objection to the truth of the gospel is that “God hasn’t made himself clear”. Yet in
this age when a materialist view of the world (one which insists that only what can be seen or
observed at some level is real), there is an increasing desire for something more, something
“transcendent”. And people are beginning to look for such things in all sorts of places, not
just biblical Christianity. What does the Bible say about the desire to “see” in order to
believe”?

Discuss

1.Why do you think that so many people in the West are sceptical about spiritual realities
beyond the visible world?

2.Why do you think they are not so sceptical in other parts of the world?

3.If someone asked you why you believe the gospel message of Jesus without ever having
seen evidence of Jesus, how do you think you might reply?

4.What do you think a Christian person should expect in terms of the invisible reality of the
universe being revealed to them?

Read: 2 Kings 6:8-23

Context:  The prophet Elisha has taken over from Elijah as God’s faithful voice to the people
of the northern kingdom of Israel, who are constantly unfaithful to God. In line with his
warnings to the nation in the past, God brings their enemies upon them to afflict them, in
the hope that perhaps they may return to him. In this instance, the nation of Syria, is fighting
against God’s people.But God has thwarted the Syrian king’s plans by revealing his war
strategies to Elisha.

Examine the Text

1.     What does the Syrian king believe is happening to him whenever his plans are thwarted
by the king of Israel?

2.     How do his servants correct him?

3.     How do you think the Syrian king’s servants might know that this is what is happening?

4.     Elisha’s servant is afraid when he sees the city surrounded by horses and chariots. Does
it seem odd that the servant, who has seen great acts of God through the prophet, should be
afraid at this time?
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5. What is Elisha’s response to this fear of his servant?

6. Is there anything significant about the servant seeing a previously invisible army that
mirrors in make up the visible army of Syria?

7. What is significant about the servant’s eyes being opened, while the Syrians eyes are
blinded? What does this say about God’s saving power?

8. Elisha does not use the blindness and captivity of the Syrians to destroy them, but to
change the course of events in the future. Why do you think this is?

9. The king of Israel has a different agenda to Elisha. What might this reveal about the king?

Close Up

This is not the first time that Elisha has seen horses and chariots of fire. It was the first sign to
him that he has taken over the prophetic mantle of Elijah (c.f 2Kings 2:9-14). It is clear from
this first instance that Elisha – and only Elisha – saw the invisible realm. And it is clear that he
knew in the second instance that the horses and chariots were there, and that God needed to
open the servant’s eyes to see the invisible reality that was protecting them both and the city.
Yet, and this is the important part, Elisha’s prayer in 6:16 is NOT that God provide horses and
chariots to save, but that the servant see that God has already done so. The only change that
needed to be made to the situation was that the servant would see what was truly going on
(6:17).

Discuss

1.     Why do you think that the servant of Elisha needed to see the invisible realm in order for
his fears to be allayed?

2.     While the sight of this miracle moved the heart of the servant, the subsequent miracle of
blinding the eyes of the Syrian army does not move the heart of Israel’s king. He does not
know what to do with the soldiers except to kill them. What do we learn from Elisha’s rebuke
of the king at this point?

3.     What do we learn from Elisha’s compassionate act – enacted through the king – at this
point? Does this have anything to teach us about God’s plans not just for Israel, but for those
outside of his national people?

4.     How might we use this story to show people that the invisible reality when made visible
may OR may not, change the hearts of those who experience it?



God’s People Today

How might we respond to Christians today who say that unless our gospel message is
accompanied by obviously miraculous signs and wonders, then there is less chance of
people believing it? And how might we respond to those who believe that doing signs and
wonders should be the norm for all Christians who believe in an invisible reality?

Read: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

1. What does the Apostle Paul say is the primary blindness that human beings are under?

2.  How is spiritual blindness overcome, according to this passage?
3.  What does the Apostle Paul say is his “modus operandi”? What does he DO and what
does he NOT DO when bringing the gospel message to people?

4.  In 2 Corinthians 4:18 Paul does not reject unseen realities, in fact he affirms that these
are the true lasting realities. Yet he does not offer us the same advantage as Elisha’s
servant, even though he tells us that we look to them. How exactly are we to “look” at
these unseen realities? 

For Action
For Christians
One day we will see Jesus, but as yet we do not. However the Apostle Peter does not say
that since we do not, then we are to be fearful until we do. Indeed he says much the
opposite. Have a quick look at 1 Peter 1:8-9. Does this describe your Christian
experience? How can you encourage Christians having a difficult time trusting in God
either through fear or bad experiences, with the truth that – whether seen or not – you
are still receiving your salvation through Jesus?

For Non-Christians
How might this story in 2 Kings, and these words in the letters of Paul and Peter enable
you to share the gospel of Jesus with those who sceptical about the unseen realm? How
might you share the gospel of Jesus using them with those who are not Christian but are
convinced there is “something more”?



Prayer
 
Either in the whole group or in smaller subsets, use a theme or subject from Ephesians
1:15-23 to pray for each other.
 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all
God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us
who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule
and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him
to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.
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Study Two 
The King of the Seen and the Unseen

Introduction 

The most astounding fact in the universe is that the God who created it has been seen,
touched, handled and heard – and all in the person of the Lord Jesus. While this is hard to
grasp in the natural realm, the message of Christianity is that God himself – the Holy
Spirit enables humans to grasp this reality.In Paul’s letter to the Colossian believers, Paul
leaves no room for any other spiritual reality to grab control of any sphere of creation,
whether visible or invisible. It’s an astonishing claim in the era of the ancient gods – that
there is nothing outside the sovereignty of Jesus. And it’s a comfort to Christians in an age
when we are seeing visible fractures in our world – power struggles and political
upheaval – as well as the reinterest in pagan superstitions and naïve curiosity about the
invisible spiritual realm. 

Discuss 
1.Why do you think there is such a growing interest in spiritual searches in the West
today? 

2.Why are things such as Tarot, physic readings, and witchcraft so popular once again? 

3.What conversations have you had with friends or family who are engaged with a
spiritual search that is not Christian? How does the conversation go?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29224f


Read: Colossians 1:15-23

Context: In writing to the church in Colossae about the fact that Jesus had filled every
visible and invisible space with his power and control, Paul is not writing into a spiritual
vacuum. The region was influenced by other major belief systems, not least of all the one
at Ephesus, where the temple of Artemis stood. The temple was one of the ancient
wonders of the world, and a sign of the power of the goddess who gave her name to it.
Yet Paul is having none of it! He cedes no ground to other claims to rule or reign, either in
the visible or in the invisible realm. The external risk was not the only one. As we read
later in Colossians, there are those inside the community who are spreading a false
gospel – one that questioned the complete nature of the salvation won by Christ.

Examine the Text

1. What might it mean for Jesus to be described as “the image of the invisible God”?

2. When the New Testament refers to Jesus as the “firstborn of all creation”, it is not at all
meaning that there was a time when the Son of God “was not”. Rather it refers to the
inheritance that Jesus has been bequeathed as “the first born” What is that inheritance?

3. Notice how Jesus is also referred to as “the firstborn from the dead”. He is not simply in
charge of the created order, but the new creation that has begun and will one day be
brought to completion.

4. Write up a list of everything that Jesus is in control of, and where he is in control of
them.

5. Note how many times the passage refers to “all things”. How many can you note? What
might this be telling us about the nature of Jesus’s rule and reign over the spiritual world
we cannot see?

6. Paul mentions the “visible and the invisible” realms. He also mentions “thrones,
dominions, rulers and authorities.” What might these be in the invisible and visible
realms?

7. The cross is the process by which all things – “in heaven and on earth” – are brought
under the kingship of Jesus fully and finally, or in Paul’s term “reconciled”. However there
is something specific about Christians being “reconciled” (v22). There appears to be a
now/not yet to the reconciliation process of all creation.



8. Even though the gospel had not been proclaimed everywhere at that point in time (nor has it
yet?), Paul states that it has been “proclaimed in all creation” (v23). What do you think this
means?

9. Paul calls on the Colossian Christians to continue in the faith, stating that the hope of the
gospel is the key to their steadfastness. How does faith – rather than sight or public
demonstrations of power– strengthen us to live for Jesus?

Discuss

As Christians we are now used to living in a secular world. However there is a coming wave of
spirituality onto our shores, that is filling the vacuum left by a materialist view of the world that
refused the reality of the invisible world. This means that even in the West we are going to see
superstition and spiritually dangerous practices emerge. One of our responses to this could be
fear. Another could be giving in to superstitious practices ourselves, or seeking ways to control
invisible powers that do not align with the gospel truth.

1.How does this passage, in which Jesus, has total control over everything in the universe
enable us to live confidently in these times?

2. How, using the truths of this passage, can we help people who fear the dark spiritual powers
of this age?

3.If Jesus is in control of these things, why are they still seemingly prevalent in this age? 

4.Jesus is – in a sense – “space-filler”. He leaves no room in the universe for another ruler or
power or authority. What confidence does this give us in this age and its visible worldly powers?
What confidence in this age and its invisible spiritual powers?

For Action

What practices can we put into our lives on a daily basis that will encourage us to acknowledge
the reality of the unseen spiritual realm, without allowing ourselves either to be taken over by
curiosity or by fear? How might prayer, and the other ordinary means of grace (Scripture, the
Lord’s Supper, the gathering of the saints), contribute to this?

For Non-Christians
Perhaps you have friends or family who are either given over to spiritual searches or practices
that do not acknowledge the Lordship of King Jesus. How would you help them understand
both the dangerous nature of dabbling in things that they do not understand, and also point
them to the one who is in control of every spiritual reality – whether visible or invisible?



Thanksgiving and Prayer
 
Either in the whole group or in smaller subsets, use a theme or subject from Colossians 1:3-
14 as your prayer points.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— the faith
and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have
already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, the
gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among
you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. You learned it from Epaphras,
our dear fellow servant,  who is a faithful minister of Christ on our  behalf, and who also told
us of your love in the Spirit.
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For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives,  so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you  to share
in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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